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������������������������Joe Ó MuircheartaighCRATLOE and Sixmilebridge go 
back a long way, their hurling rivalry 
is immense, albeit that it has been 
somewhat lopsided in the ‘Bridge’s 
favour down the generations. Until 
now that is as the boys in Blue bask 
in the glory of beating their near 
neighbours.“It’s been a long time coming,” 

commented one spectator in the Éire 
Óg Grounds on Friday night after 
Cratloe had their own little play on 
the biblical story about David taking 
a catapult to Goliath.That’s just what they did in coming 

from ten points adrift in the second 
half to bring Sixmilebridge’s hurling 
world crashing in around them.  No 
wonder some Cratloe folk let them-
selves go.“There won’t be any cutting posts 

down now,” said one historian on 
site, going all the way back to more 
tempestuous times when in the dark 
of night some disgruntled hurling 
folk were accused of cutting down 
goalposts to make them look like 
soccer goals.Representatives of both parties say 

it never happened, but there are those 
who swear it’s true after the fall-out 
of an intermediate semi-final be-
tween the clubs in 1970 when Sixmi-
lebridge won by a couple of points 
only to lose it afterwards to an objec-
tion after that they had a number of 
soccer player in their ranks.All that history welled up in Crat-

loe folk finally burst free as they cut 

down Sixmilebridge for the first time 
ever at senior championship level. 
This was for ’95 when the ‘Bridge 

beat them by over a point a man in 
the county semi-final; for ’90 when a 
last minute goal deprived them of the 
intermediate title.The victory was the big story of the 

weekend,  even if it wasn’t the only 
story. Newmarket-on-Fergus fired 
a warning shot in the direction of 
every other club in Clare thanks to 
their demolition job on county cham-
pions Tulla; St Joseph’s Doora-Bare-
field, Inagh/Kilnamona and Kilma-
ley booked their quarter-final spots; 
Crusheen made it four wins from 
four outings.But it was hard to get away from 

the ‘Bridge – the most storied club 
in Clare hurling since Mikey Whyte 
got that point in the ’77 final in Dr 
Daly Park – who suffered their third 
championship defeat on the bounce.
It has never happened before, but 

then again strange things have hap-
pened in the Canon Hamilton race 
thus far. Tubber beating the ‘Bridge; 
Clarecastle hanging on for dear life; 
Tulla being beaten by 21 points by 
a rampant Newmarket-on-Fergus; 
Inagh/Kilnamona taking to the soft 
ground of the championship for the 
first time like veterans....For sure, there’ll be plenty more 

twists and turns before the race is fi-
nally finished.
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IN SEVEN 2½ HOUR SESSIONS EVERY 2 WEEKS YOU’LL LEARN HOW TO:
• Achieve more by improving your priority setting and time management skills 
• Define your unique selling proposition and turn it into a powerful, competitive weapon …   
• Dramatically increase your lead generation and conversion skills …
• Develop loyal, profitable customers who keep coming back …
• Differentiate between cashflow and profit margin …
• Hire, develop and retain the best people … and,
• Create systems that allow the business to run without you …

ATTENTION SUCCESS ORIENTATED BUSINESS OWNERS: 
HERE’S HOW TO MAKE YOUR BUSINESS SUCCEED…..

You won’t fi nd a better 
program anywhere.

M: 087 1203724
E: joepower@actioncoach.com

For more details and to register, call 
Joe now on 061-338682. 
Remember, there is only room for 
twelve committed business owners. 
Classes start Friday 12th September 
2008 in the Templegate Hotel Ennis
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Archaeologists uncover north Clare burial ground of oldest Irish remains
Andrew Hamilton

ARCHAEOLOGISTS in north 
Clare have uncovered the remains of 
a young woman - which they believe 
could be the oldest Irish person ever 
discovered. The ancient body, which 
has been named Pauleen, was discov-
ered during an excavation at Caher-
connell Stone Fort on Saturday, just 
metres away from the world famous 
Poll na mBrón dolmen.

The excavation team, let by Crush-
een based  TVAS Ireland, have so far 
uncovered Pauleen’s complete skull, 
rib bones, spine,  pelvis and her right 
arm. The remains were lifted on 
Sunday and have been sent for radio-
carbon dating but it is estimated they  
could be 10,000 years old.

“The remains were disarticulated, 
which means that it is not a com-
plete skeleton. What this suggests 
is that the body was brought here 
from somewhere else, rather than 
being buried here in its entirety. This 
would suggest a ceremonial burial,” 
said Graham Hull of TVAS Ireland.

“This is an amazing discovery. It 
doesn’t seem to be Christian burial 
- which would be orientated in an 
east/west direction and lying on it’s 
back whereas our body was in bits. 
This means  it is most likely prehis-
toric, dating from between 8,000 BC 
and 500 AD. I would say the skull 
is at least 4,000 years old, from 
around 2,000 year before the birth 
of Christ.”

When the excavation work began 
three weeks ago, the TVAS team be-
lieved that the site contained a sou-
terrain or underground passage.
Ü continued on page 21

Photograph shows archaeologist Kim 
O’Shea of TVAS with the skull found at 
Caherconnel Stone Fort on Saturday. 
Eamon Ward

Clare triumphs in Tidy Towns  
Andrew Hamilton

ENNIS came within a whisker of 
recapturing the glory of 2005 last 
night with a stunning performance 
at the 2008 Tidy Towns Awards. 
With 300 points from a possible 
400, the county capital came within 
just three points of overall win-
ners Westport, with the Mayo town 
claiming the title for the third time 
in less than a decade.

There was a number of huge con-
solations for the Ennis Tidy Towns 
committee however, with the town 

winning the the awards for Ireland’s 
Tidiest Large Urban Centre as well 
as claiming the National Le Gaeilge 
Award. Ennis last won the award for 
Tidiest Large Urban Centre in 2005, 
when they also won the overall na-
tional award.

Indeed, there was good news all 
around the county last night with 
Lissycasey topping the poll for the 
Best New Entry and both Ennis and 
Kilrush winning gold medals.

In addition to this Ballynacally 
won a silver medal while Kilkee 
and Mountshannon both took home 

bronze medals.
Regional accolades were awarded 

to Ennis for Best Presented Bring 
Bank, Labasheeda Community 
Pride for the Notice Nature project, 
the Ennis Tidy Towns Committee 
for their Map of Recycling Loca-
tions and the Holy Family Senior 
National School in Ennis for the 
Mid-West School Award.

In the county awards, Ennis took 
first place overall, followed by Kil-
rush and Ballynacally, while Kil-
laloe won the Endeavour Award for 
Clare.

Tale of the tomb




